DON'T
TRASH IT,
JUST PASS
IT ON

One person’s excess could be another’s
treasure. A I0- -year-old i ogramme
helps bring the two togethe
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THREE MATTRESSES, ALONG WITH TWO SINGLE BED
FRAMES, are now the proud possessions of Mr Mohamad
Shawal Hassan and family.

“The younger children love to bounce on them,”
says the 38-year-old building technician, who is himself
pleased that they did not cost him any money. He has
pushed the two beds together to form one big one and
his six children take turns to share it.

Mr Shawal is one of nearly 6,000 beneficiaries of
a scheme called Pass It On, a means of distributing
second-hand but still useable household items to those
who need them.

The programme, organised by the Central Singapore
Community Development Council (CDC), has been
running for 10 years now. Since April this year,

The Helping Hand, a halfway house, has assisted in
transporting the items, made available by voluntary
welfare organisations (VWOs), to their new homes.

This is how the scheme works: A donor posts an item
he is willing to give away on the Pass it On website,
which VWOs check for items their clients need. If a
VWO finds a match, it contacts the person giving the
item and arranges for its collection and its delivery to
the recipient. VWOs also post their clients’ requests on a
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“wish list”, which often gets responses rather quickly.

The items donated range from furniture and
decorative pieces to electrical appliances like TVs and
computers. If an item is what a beneficiary needs, he
can collect it from the donor himself or, in the case of
something large, have it delivered or arrange to get it
transported himself.

Mr Shawal’s family have been receiving social
assistance from the Persatuan Pemudi Islam Singapura
(PPIS) for about a year. They told their counsellor
that the family needed beds. Within two weeks they
managed to get them.

01 Mr Mohamad Shawal Hassan, 38, and family.

“It’s important not to feel ashamed to ask for help,”
says Mr Shawal. “I'm grateful this scheme enables the
CDC and PPIS to provide us with things that can still be
used. Now I'm hoping other items like a sofa and fridge
will soon be available.”

RECYCLING HELP
Pass It On was launched by the CDC to assist VWOs
provide the needy within their care with used household
items in good condition. This helps reduce wastage and
encourages people to contribute towards the care of the
less fortunate.

“The idea was mooted by a VWO and was launched
in 2001 by Central Singapore CDC with just a few

welfare organisations, mainly the Family Service
Centres (FSC),” said Mr Victor Tang, who supervises
the programme.
The 70-year-old, who is the CDC'’s oldest employee,
joined it a decade ago,

"We're ve ry specifically to help develop the
lu Cky to get scheme. “I felt I still had alot
hel P from to offer after retiring, and I

wanted to learn new things too,
so [ applied for the job,” said

the former marketing manager.

others. When
I'm in a better

P osition ' "1 Initially, this involved
dom y pa rt maintaining the website, and
for others." coordinating with the VWOs.
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The item* you so easily dispose of, can
bring a thousand smiles to the needy!

Small refrigerators, table fans, televisions,
single size mattresses, chairs, rice cockers,
washing machines and thermo flasks are some
of the items needed by those staying at one
room flats or those under the care of
voluntary welfare organisations.

Many of them are on public assistance. Pass
On your unused househeld items, which are
still in goed working cendition to us’ CoOMTOC

Just ensy Steps

1. Click Heve to Pomate!

2. Oy Sraff will

* Household appliances, furniture, etc in working condition.

VWO Logimn
User ID: { !
to Porinte [ N 3
Password:| |
your items!

If you are a registered VN0, A

login here to access the Toolz for
managing and matching the donated tems
in our database.

t You shortly.

Now, about 280 VWOs carry information about the
programme on their own websites. Over the past
decade, close to 6,000 items have been passed on to
grateful recipients.

Ms Angeline Wong, a programme executive at the
Queenstown FSC, which has been involved in the
scheme since 2004, noted: “Generally the donors know
of the scheme through word of mouth. Many of the
items are donated when people move, and most have
been almost new.”

Ms Daisy Choo of aLife Ltd, a pregnancy and
counselling centre, recounted how, about four months
ago, a needy family under her care moved into their new
home in Hougang - without a stick of furniture.

“At about the same time, another family, who was
also moving, told us we could have anything we wanted
from their flat! It was perfect timing.”

In his time, Mr Tang has heard of some worthwhile
items changing hands. “Once the delivery team told me
that a family received a ‘top-quality sitting room set’
from a well-to-do home. There was also this kind soul
who went out and bought an LCD television for a needy
old lady.”

He added: “There’ve been a few times when

recipients called me to offer their thanks to the CDC and
the VWOs, saying how pleased they are for what they’ve
received. This is always very satisfying.

“But I also get calls from would-be donors who
are put off by the fact that donated items have to be
in good working condition. I think they just want
to save themselves the trouble of getting rid of their
useless stuff.”

THE PARTNER
The Helping Hand got involved as the CDC was looking
for an organisation to help out as the programme grew.
“We asked them to come in when we learnt they’re
running a furniture business with repair facilities and
that they had 10 lorries for their home removal service.”
Since it came on board in April 2011, it has collected
and delivered an average of about 10 items a month.
“We expect deliveries to rise when more senior citizens’
groups and FSCs learn of the service,” said Mr Tang.
The Helping Hand is a Christian faith-based
rehabilitation VWO under the Ministry of Community
Development, Youth and Sports. It runs a six-month
residential programme for former prison inmates
designed to develop their work ethic as well as their

spiritual, social and physical wellbeing.

“Being involved gives our own residents the
opportunity to perform a community service,” said its
chief executive officer, Mr Chia Shih Sheung. “We
help our ex-offenders not to re-offend, and this is a
form of work therapy for them. Plus, they get to pay
back to society.”

And paying back to the community, rather than
just the giver, is what the scheme is all about. Says
Mr Shawal: “We're very lucky to get help from
others. When I'm in a better position, I'll do my
part for others too.” €

Anyone can donate to Pass It On. Items must
be in good working condition and still useable.
Go to www.passiton.org.sg to learn how you can
participate in the scheme. You will also find a
list there of VWOs through which you can pass
Your donations on, as well as one stating what
is required.

02 The Pass it On website.
03 Moving experts, The Helping Hand, at work.
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JANGAN DIBUANG, PINDAHKANNYA

TIGA TILAM BERSAIZ BIASA, bersama dua katil
bujang, kini menjadi milik Encik Mohamad Shawal
Hassan dan keluarganya.

Encik Shawal merupakan 6,000 penerima skim
Pass It On atau pindahkannya. Ia dilancarkan Majlis
Pembangunan Masyarakat (CDC) Tengah Singapura
untuk membantu pertubuhan kebajikan sukarela
(VWO) menyediakan barang keperluan rumah yang
masih dalam keadaan baik kepada keluarga yang
memerlukan.

Skim itu berlandaskan dasar pemadanan. VWO
memungut barang-barang yang tidak lagi diperlukan
dari penderma dan memadankannya dengan “senarai
yang dikehendaki”. Skim itu mengalakkan pengunaan
semula dan mengelakkan pembaziran selain menarik
penglibatan orang ramai bagi membantu mereka yang
memerlukan.

Keluarga Encik Shawal menerima bantuan sosial
dari Persatuan Pemudi Islam Singapura selama
setahun. Mereka memberitahu kaunselor bahawa
mereka perlukan katil. Dalam tempoh dua minggu,
permintaan mereka dapat dipenuhi.

Encik Victor Tang, 70 tahun merupakan pekerja
CDC tertua, menyertai badan itu sedekad yang lalu,

08

khusus bagi membangunkan skim itu. Pada awalnya,
ini melibatkan usaha mengemaskini lelaman dan
menyelaraskan skim itu dengan VWO.

Program ini telah diuruskan selama 10 tahun.
Sejak April tahun ini, The Helping Hand, sebuah
rumah peralihan, telah membantu menghantar
barangan yang diperolehi VWO, ke rumah-rumah
baru mereka. Sejauh ini ia telah mengumpul dan
menghantar secara purata 10 barangan setiap bulan.

“Melibatkan diri dengan program seperti Pass
It On memberi penghuni kami peluang untuk
menjalankan khidmat masyarakat,” kata ketua pegawai
eksekutifnya, Encik Chia Shih Sheung. “Kami
membantu bekas pesalah supaya mereka tidak terjebak
semula dan tugas yang mereka lakukan kini adalah
seperti satu terapi bagi mereka.”

Program itu juga mempunyai unsur menyumbang
semula kepada masyarakat. Kata Encik Shawal: “Kita
bernasib baik terima bantuan dari orang lain. Apabila
saya dalam kedudukan lebih baik, saya juga mahu

memainkan peranan untuk membantu orang lain.” K

04 Mr Victor Tang, 70.
05 Mr Chia Shih Sheung, CEO of The Helping Hand.

06 Delivering items to a beneficiary.
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